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The ETHNA System Project, having researched for a year and a half, offers the proposal
of a Guide for the Implementation of an Ethical System of Governance for research and
innovation in organisations.

Organisations involved in Research and Innovation (R&I) are encouraged to consider
the consequences of their activities and incorporate society’s expectations into
their work so they can develop in a sustainable and effective way.
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We are developing a guide that can enable the
implementation of an ethical R&I governance

system in all types of organisations in a practical
and flexible way
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ETHNA System has been designed to allow for the generation of spaces and
mechanisms for participation where science and society can discuss: the goals to be
pursued, the resources to be used, the regulatory framework to be followed, and the
results to be expected in terms of research and innovation.

ETHNA is a flexible ethical governance system designed for implementation in
Research Performing Organisations (e.g., universities, research and innovation centres,
public-private partnership for innovation among others) and Research Funding
Organisations (e.g., public agencies, private foundations, business, etc.).

The Guide shows research and innovation policy managers how they can build their
own ethical governance structure for knowledge-generation and innovation
processes based on the structure of the ETHNA System and make progress by
continuously improving over time.

The project will embark on a new phase with the scheduled piloting in six European
institutions following this guide: two Universities (UJI, Spain and NTNU, Norway), an
Applied Research Institute (Uninova, Portugal), a Technological Park (Espaitec, Spain),
a Private Research centre (ARC Fund, Bulgaria) and a Higher Education Funding
Agency (HARNO, Estonia).

Each one of them will be able to build step by step their own ethical governance
system for the management of R&I activities, either by performing or funding, through
different elements (blocks) that they will define and institutionalise tailored to its
resources and reality: RRI Office(r), Code of Ethics and Good Practices, Ethics
Committee on R&I, Ethics Line. All of them will feature Indicators to Monitor the
progress.

The organisations will find advice regarding the design of their own ethical governance
system through which they can cover up to four key areas of a responsible research
and innovation: research integrity, gender perspective, public engagement, and
open access.

The Guide for the implementation of the ETHNA System is complemented by a Toolbox
in order to maximise its development in a practical and flexible way. Based on the results
of the implementation of the pilot, the guide will be improved in order to make it public
and suitable for any organisation interested in improving the management of its research
and innovation in a responsible and reliable way.

The guide is available here.

Latest news
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Read more

How will the ETHNA Ethical Governance System be implemented within

our pilot organisations? ETHNA researchers have drafted a guide that

has the answers.

Establishing ethical governance in RRI is not done overnight. It takes work and

commitment – and a guidebook detailing the steps of the implementation process. UJI

researchers have now published the draft version of this guide for implementing ETHNA

System within our pilot organisations. The guide will eventually be targeted at any

organisation that performs research and innovation or funds it and that aspires to have a

more effective ethical commitment. Complementing the guide is an in-depth toolbox that

will support implementors in installing a system of their own.

By research integrity we mean a way to
work and develop the own profession as
researcher following the shared ethical,
legal, and professional frameworks,
obligations, and standards. Research
integrity requires training and habits of
researchers and organisational impulses
to promote and guarantee it.

Spotlight on... Research Integrity

ETHNA System Summer Update: Making progress http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/mr/1jct6Enn2RtDnQFwmY8SzrDZhVY...

3 von 6 21.08.2023, 13:18

http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/cOfnOY4VEWtGZzvFdlmfroSbPTNYSIZku4JkimvFcrqOWIugRg_lBjK9cD5HpQFBGkWc8PjynDBCBJAuojbJX5K-YOsmo4boOC8KwO-wOdcsVhcadCD9YSSIQ4ZI-ytxuD2WJR3fUPEOVNEkeEZR4Pv7tGnCg-WQvGkNFfSEkyNfamZ65Yy0YHSmexYR_SOzi5kzBaKKg0-qSbePtAGQvUvuy3h6epvyk6wdR5oVFxSf2lE
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/cOfnOY4VEWtGZzvFdlmfroSbPTNYSIZku4JkimvFcrqOWIugRg_lBjK9cD5HpQFBGkWc8PjynDBCBJAuojbJX5K-YOsmo4boOC8KwO-wOdcsVhcadCD9YSSIQ4ZI-ytxuD2WJR3fUPEOVNEkeEZR4Pv7tGnCg-WQvGkNFfSEkyNfamZ65Yy0YHSmexYR_SOzi5kzBaKKg0-qSbePtAGQvUvuy3h6epvyk6wdR5oVFxSf2lE
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/9vog0QoBNduh7u_J308LVbOg9FT__ZH48KS3UUhDSl73rupnn35wDPkXeZKAE41DJ9kvkVlsVt4mn7jvDXv6Ea3Ye6yXJGgA8Opn_EL3cAo1Dgbk1c64Q_NgIeEhaGqw7vlhPxdjiMFRkCkeAwrAVlMamAQb1naPUsP6i9H-m0tZrADb2w
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/9vog0QoBNduh7u_J308LVbOg9FT__ZH48KS3UUhDSl73rupnn35wDPkXeZKAE41DJ9kvkVlsVt4mn7jvDXv6Ea3Ye6yXJGgA8Opn_EL3cAo1Dgbk1c64Q_NgIeEhaGqw7vlhPxdjiMFRkCkeAwrAVlMamAQb1naPUsP6i9H-m0tZrADb2w
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/Dnm9yn6Mb0EcFVmWrOFUbW0GSHNC3ob85JZXMYt0wWkR55QHD4WYq0qgUSH8lIIV8jeu4VzO7wch1oxxCzAFNFCTKb-_To4hQiCKUjkH7404LxhtkPlCgFhQmdCssRbvfMpYI4lV5ZCHzOaQvCBaEZpGK42hNNi67jUHWlPEWPw
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/Dnm9yn6Mb0EcFVmWrOFUbW0GSHNC3ob85JZXMYt0wWkR55QHD4WYq0qgUSH8lIIV8jeu4VzO7wch1oxxCzAFNFCTKb-_To4hQiCKUjkH7404LxhtkPlCgFhQmdCssRbvfMpYI4lV5ZCHzOaQvCBaEZpGK42hNNi67jUHWlPEWPw
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/BYsyrRldw9cDEiBNzYBcJNjrKbdcVyWQg6Ln0qmABtuZAOvv6Kpz2FmR-_GoseTGBDyV9bBmghBZGeTOM7LpRrtTUAS4MfgF2mMJpXnwwRDZTPtvbO2G87hIx0fnFtdkFu9Af42BX-9gqaBu_SU12qab1uoWDcbVgHOhtogm5MNTvhQib9TgPZ88BpV5HsszsxmR
http://r.m.ethnasystem.eu/mk/cl/f/BYsyrRldw9cDEiBNzYBcJNjrKbdcVyWQg6Ln0qmABtuZAOvv6Kpz2FmR-_GoseTGBDyV9bBmghBZGeTOM7LpRrtTUAS4MfgF2mMJpXnwwRDZTPtvbO2G87hIx0fnFtdkFu9Af42BX-9gqaBu_SU12qab1uoWDcbVgHOhtogm5MNTvhQib9TgPZ88BpV5HsszsxmR


Out now! Our project video

Watch the video on YouTube

Our sister projects: Editors' pick
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TeRRItoria is a Horizon 2020 project that supports regions and cities’ work with
Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) through the RRI keys: Ethics, Science
Education, Gender Equality, Public Engagement, Open Access and Governance.
TeRRItoria’s overall aim is to experiment with different approaches to RRI at territorial
level through the development of 5 Transformative Experiments in 4 European regions
and 1 municipality.

TeRRItoria tackles a double challenge: to bring RRI to the forefront of the debate about
developing local and regional Research and Innovation (R&I) capacities and to increase
stakeholder involvement through integrating RRI into regional research and innovation
strategies in the framework of Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3).

The urgency of developing territorial RRI is supported by the transitional changes that
are affecting European society. Due to the shift from the modern to the so-called post-
modern society, both science and local governance are experiencing critical
transformations. In this context of contestation and transition, the concept of Responsible
Research and Innovation and, by extension, the search for Territorial RRI may be a way
of enabling local and regional governance actors to deal with such an era of change.

For more information about the project: http://territoriaproject.eu/

All related initiatives

Please note that due to the COVID-19 crisis, these events are subject to change. Please

make sure to verify event dates and venues with the organisers!

STI 2021 Conference

13. September - 17. September 2021

+++ virtual +++

XI European Conference on Gender Equality in Higher Education

15. September - 17. September 2021

+++ Berlin and virtual +++

ENRIO 2021 Congress on Research Integrity Practice

27. September- 29. September 2021

+++ virtual +++

View all events

Upcoming Events
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